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Utilisation de différentes modalités de mise a disposition
de chaines pour des porcs en engraissement :
impact sur le comportement et les lésions des animaux
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Chain-based objects used as enrichment toys: effects on behavior and lesions in fattening pigs

Two batches of 120 pigs (10 pigs/pen) were used to investigate the effect of four different objects on the behavior and body
condition during the fattening period. In previous trials, an object (T) made of three plastic pipes strengthened with a chain and
fixed to the floor was considered a good way to ensure manipulation by the pigs throughout the fattening period. It was compared
to objects made of a chain and either hung at snout level (C1) or 5 cm above the floor (C2) or to a combination of three chains
fixed to the floor (3C). Observations were recorded on the 1st, 3rd, 7th, 10th weeks (batches 1 and 2) and 13" weeks (batch 2) of
fattening, every ten minutes for two hours and thirty minutes (3:00 — 5:30 pm). On the following day, all pigs were scored for
lesions on the tail and on the body. Neither social nor feed related behaviors were significantly affected by the treatment. Objects
T and 3C were manipulated more often than C2 (15 and 13 vs. 9% of observations, respectively, P<0.01) and C2 was manipulated
more than C1 (9 vs. 6%, P<0.05), regardless of the stage of observation. Treatments did not influence lesion scores. No tail lesions
occurred in the first batch, however more tail lesions were observed with object C2 than with C1 in the second batch (P<0.05). In
conclusion, chains proved to be interesting objects for pigs and the extent of their manipulation depended on their accessibility in
the pen.






